
JOSEPH CAGEY A??P DICE: EDTAFBS, PORT TOmNSEITD, 

AUGUST 1, 1895. 

(Interviewed by Vm. Fakeham ani? Richard Rathbun) 

Indian fishermen on Lopex Is land (South 

f rom San Juan I s l and) .  

f i s h i n g  there .  

They have 8 ne t s  

Q. m e n  do you f i s h  there? 

A .  Ve commenced to-day; t he  saLzon run . 
commenced to-day. 

Q. men  do you general ly  begin, about 

t he  same time? 

A. Yes, generally.  This i s  about t he  

time .fie o r d i n a r i l y  ge t  them. me ge t  them 

between the  l a s t  o f  Ju ly  -- but we were kind o f  

l a t e  this year. To-day and yesterday vas the 

f i rs t  run ?re got this year. 

Q. Have o thers  been catching fish there? 

A .  Yes; they have been catching them f o r  

about 2 weeks now. They have t h e i r  ne ts  sight 

alongside o f  us. 

l a s t  year i n  one p lace ,  and this  new fellow came 

and we t r i e d  t o  make h i m  f i s h  r i g h t  alongside of 

us and he w o u l d  not do i t ,  an6 he put  h i s  net 

r i g h t  i n  f ront  of us without pe rn i s s ion  f r o m  us. 

?!e fished r i g h t  on t h e  point  

\ 



Q. 
t he re?  

A.  

a,. 

A .  

Q. 
A. 

Q- 
A .  

runs. 

Q4 

Do you have t o  have permission t o  f i sh  

KO, sir. 

Is there  zn Indian r e s e m a t i o n  there? 

Eo, s i r .  

How lone  have t h e  f i s h  run there? 

I t  runs heavy about 2 weeks. 

And then you s t o p ?  

I t  keeps going unci1 the s i l v e r  s ide  

How long do the s i l v e r  side keep run- 

ning? 

A.  They Ctont run regular ,  these salmon; 

they run separate ,  a big bunch every o ther  dag. 

Q. How l a t e  do you get them? 

A ,  About in September. 

Q. They begin i n  August? 

A .  Yes, the l a s t  o f  A u g u s t .  

Q. What f i sh  do you g e t  now? 

A.  Sockeyes. 

Q. Altogether? 

A. Pes, s ir .  

Q. Dont Get any tyee? 

A -  TTn Rir; there  is t r a p  on Locust 

tyee. 
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Q. Do you cu t  the k e l p ?  

A. Yes, we cut  the kelp and p7-it the  ne t s  

i n  there .  1 

Q. mat is the bo t tom l i k e ?  

A. Just  -- i t  is between 17' and 18 fathoms 

deep. 

Q. Is not that  p r e t t y  deep mater t o  f i sh  

w i t h  t h a t  kind. o f  a ne t?  

A.  Yes, sir.  A t  Poin?t Roberts t h e  water 

is o n l y  10 o r  12  f e e t  deep. 

Q. You dont  get  any o the r  salmon but the 

2 kinds? 

A .  Ves, s ir ;  that is all. 

Q. These salmon, when they go away from 

there  r h e r e  do they go? 

A .  Thet go through Locust Pass and Decept 

t i o n ,  and througi Haro Pass. 

Q. QVhich .may a r e  the fish moving when 

they s t r i k e  you? 

A. They s t r i k e  east Then they go around 

the  point  and go through Lopex, and they go 

right s t r a i g h t  north. 

Q. There is Locus t  ? a s s ,  between Locust 

Island and San Juan Island? 



Q. Do they go toward Rosario S t ra i t s?  Do 

you know where Rosario S t r a i t  is? 

A .  7 3 0 ,  sir. 

Q. Do many 20 up Rosario S t ra i t s  ( r e f e r -  

r i n g  t o  map)? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ;  they go a l l  through there.  

0,. The fish wher, you p t  they come f rom 

the S t r a i t s  o f  f i c a  do they? 

A. Yes, sir.  They corne from t h e  main 

s t r a i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  us. After  t h e y  have passed 

Victor ia  they p a s s  all throuqh those  l i t t l e  

Fasses. 

&. Are there  any t r a p  ne ts  o n  Lopez Is land? 

A. 170, sir; there  is one o n  Szln Juan 

Is land .  

Q,. Vhereabouts is i t  on San Juan Island? 

A. It  i s  rieht i n  f ron t  o f  where the  

s o l d i e r s  had t h e i r  building. 

Q. You mean u? toward Friday Harbor? 

A. ?So. Fr idm Harbor i s  way back. I t  is 

s t r a i g h t  south from Friday Harbor. 

Q. Does it face the  same m y  your n e t s  do? 

Is i t  i n  the main s t r a i t ?  

A.  Yes, sir ,  It faces the southeast  po in t  



Q. Do they ge t  m a n y  f i s h  i n  the  t r ap?  

A .  Yes, s ir ;  they caught 17,000dag before 

yes terday . 
Q. Row many -- do they keep g e t t i n g  so 

many? 

A. Sometimes less, and all the way up t o  

t h a t .  

(2. Does that hurt y o u r  f i s h i n g  any? 

. A .  I dont know; it seems t o ,  the  way we 

a r e  f i sh ing .  W e  caught the  f i s h  e a r l i e r  l a s t  

year r i g h t  along:, but this  year  we d i d  not catch 

any u n t i l  the  b ig  run came. He hzs been 

catching them f o r  the l a s t  3 weeks. 

Q. He caught them before you did? 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. tie &aught them from the f i rs t  o f  July? 

A. About the  middle o f  J u l y .  

Q. Ron:, a r e  there  any o the r  traps t h a t  you 

know o f  about there? 

A. No;  n o t  that I know o f .  They say 

there  a r e  some on t h e  west  and north s i d c  of 

San Juan, but I never have been there .  

Q. Wave you ever been over on Lummi Island 

Do you know whether there  are any t ra?s  the re  

or not? 
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A.  It  i s  sa id  there  a r e  2 o r  3 there .  

Q. How long h2s t h i s  man had h i s  t rap  on 

San Juar, Is land? 

A. About a month. 

Q. This is h i s  f i r s t  year? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. How long has the  cannery been a t  

F r i a a y  Harbor? 

, A .  I t  has been there  ^a year;  t h i s  i s  the  

second year. 

Q. Do you know how many cases they p u t  up 

l a s t  year? 

A *  ?30, sir. 

&. Where does the L y d i a  Thompson run, to 

Friday Xarbor? 

A.  Yes, s i r ;  she runs t o  Friday Harbor and 

a l l  through there. She s t o p s  a t  Richardson. 

Q. How o f t e n  does she run? 

A .  Every o ther  day, from here.  

Q. Is there  any p lace  t o  sleey: a t  *iday 

Harbor ? 

A .  Yes, sir; there  is a hotel there .  It 

is q u i t e  a l i t t l e  t o m .  

Q. Have you ever been t o  Poin t  Roberts? 



A .  I was there  about 8 years ago. 

Q. The Indians 8 re  using the same nets  

there  t h a t  you are using on the  reefs ,  but i n  

v e r y  shallow water. A r e  there  o t h e r  plzces  

ahere  the Indians f i s h  around those is lands? 

A.’ On Lopez? 

Q. y e l l ,  yes; 30 they f i s h  anywhere e l s e  

on Lopez Islanci? 

, A.  Yes, they f i s h  onrthe e a s t  Foint ,  a t  

the southeast  po in t .  

Q. An7;rwhex-e else o n  Lopez Island? 

A .  ?To, sir .  

Q. Do they fish o n  San Juan Island? 

A.  I dont know; f heard there  vas some 

f i s h i n g  there ,  but a m  not sure  o f  i t .  

Q. On Orcas Island? 

A .  No. There is sorne or). Stewarts Island. 

Q. D i d  you ever f ish along P o r t  Angeles o r  

Dungeness? 

A.  ITo, sir. 

Q. 

A. The smalles+, is  about 5 lbs., up t o  12 

HOT l a r g e  a re  the sockeye that you get? 

o r  13 and 14. 

Q. Are they mixed; the d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s  



A.  Yes, but they a r e  a l l  u7 t o  10 l b s .  

generally.  

but you can f ind some few o f  them awful smll, 

about 3 l b s . ,  b z t  the  m o s t  o f  them weigh about 

10 l b s .  They are all about the same s i z e  when 

the b i g  run comes. 

CaLmot f ind  muck- d i f fe rence  i n  them, 

Q. How do  you g e t  them up t o  Fr iday Harbor 

do they send a boat down? 

A. Yes, sir; the s tca&r* takes them. 

Q. They give you o v e r  15 cents  f o r  them 

there? 

A .  Pre a r e  gett , ing 10 cents  f o r  them. 

Q. They a r e  pEying 15 t o  25 cents  on the 

F rase r  River. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  It is  p r e t t y  had- t o  make 

a r a i s e  there  w i t h  onl:; 0x19 cannery. There 

was a boat cane over there  fyom there  t o  us and 

were Going t o  buy fish f o r  8 cents ,  and he 

r a i sed  i t  2 cents .  

Q. m a t  W O U ~ C ?  you catch,  i n  a f a i r  catch, 

p e r  day, i n  your f i sh ing?  

A. Last gear ye  were  catching f r o m  3,000 

t o  4,000. 

Q. A day? 



Q. 

A .  Yes, s ir .  ape catch them when the  

t i d e  is going out, and they a re  running a m i n s t  

t he  tide, and they get i n  the bag o f  the ne t .  

You f i s h  i n  c e r t a i n  s tages  o f  t h e  t i d e ?  

- 

-Q. How square i s  your ne t ?  

A .  It is 30 f e e t  square where ?re stalnd t o  

match tne f ish,  and i t  is  about 25 f e e t  long 

and about 25 f e e t  r i d e  on tBe o ther  end. I t  is  

wider i n  one end than the o the r .  
c 

Q. How long  d o  you leave your  n e t  down 

a t  a t k e  before you l i f t  i t?  

A.  That i s  hard t o  t e l l  you; i t  is just 

accord ing’ to  the salmon r*m. me can see them, 

a ~ d  :*re w i l l  haul  up mag be 300 i n  one minute 

sometimes, and perhaps could c a t c h  300 a t  a time. 

Q. Are sockeyes j u s t  a s  abundant every 

year, o n l y  not w i t h  the  sane s teadiness?  

A. It  has been tha t  way f o r  the  last 4 

years.  The time I was a t  Fraser  R ive r  about 

8 or 9 years ago, i t  was 4 years t h a t  you could  

not catch hardly any salmon. men I was p u l l -  

ing a boat on t h e  Fraser ,  and r rou ld only get lo 

o r  30 8 day, and f ished all day and a l l  night. 

0. Ymt w e r e  d r i f t i n g  then? 



Q. you dont see much d i f fe rence  i n  your 

way, year a f t e r  year here? 

A .  I have not seen much d i f f e rence  f o r  t he  

last 6 years t h a t  .ve bave been f i sh ing .  

then ‘.re have been having p r e t t y  good Zu& right 

along. 

Since 

Last  year we hac! a good run. 

Q. On the Fraser  R ive r  they say t l isy have 

2 good years and 2 bad years;  ;rou dont have t h a t  

here? ,- 

A .  Because you know there  i s  so many traps 

a t  Po in t  Roberts; t h a t  s p o i l s  t h e r  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  

They used t o  have i t  heavy. But l a t e l y ,  s ince 

we had 3 bad years on Lopez, ‘(78 d i d  not  catch 

any, bxt ever s ince  t h a t  ve have had lots o f  

fish. 

Q. There d i d  ;you s e l l  your fish before the 

cannery was es tab l i shed?  

A. 

Q. 
so ck e ye ; 

A.  

gear. 

Q* 
A.  

We used t o  peddle them. 

The silver salmon s e l l  8 s  v e l 1  a s  the 

a r e  they as good? 

Yes, s i r .  Ve g o t  the s m e  price l a s t  

How l a r g e  a r e  they? 

They a r e  the same s i z e ;  the b i g  ones 



-111- 

-0 o?ms the  cannery a t  Friday Harbor?  

A .  1 dont knoy h is  name. 

Do YOU ge t  the dog saLQon there  eve* 

me dog SalrnOn rxn there ,  but we had A. 

no u s e  f o r  them l a s t  year and d i d  not t r y  t o  

catch them. 

&. And t he  humpback? 

A .  The humpback runs i n  there  heavy. 

Q. A t  what time do the27 come i n  there? 

A .  I t  will s t a r t  about the  14th of  Ailgust  

we begin t o  p;et dog. 

Q. 30 you see any tyee t:iere a t  211? 

A ,  Y e s ,  we used t o  c a t c h  a few tyee;  under 

30 f i s h ;  never had any luck w i t h  then .  

Q. Are t h e  d i f f e r e n t  kinds of  fish always 

separa te  there ,  o r  do  some 2 o r  3 kinds run 

toce ther?  

A .  TJo; they generally run separate ,  but 

the  sockeyes, about the  time they stop WnniW, 

w i l l  run With the humpbzlcks, about t he  10th  of 

August 

Q. HOW lone have the Indians Seen f i sh ing  

o n  the p o i n t  where you a1*e now? 

a good many? 

How many years;  

3 been f i sh inq  ever s ince there  
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was Indians on the  is land.  You can see t!ie 

clam s h e l l s  there  10 f e e t  dee? mhere they !lave 

been l i v i n g  there.  

Q. %at  do they do  w i t h  the  clams they 

U Pet on t h a t  i s land?  

A.  They used t o  coo!: them in the  olden 

times, but they clont use they2 now. 

Q. Why not ;  t o o  many salmon? 

A .  VJe dont use the sa l r~oh e i t h e r  very 
* 

much noaadays. 

2. Dont you smoke some zamon? 

A .  w e  smoke some. 

Q. ??hat do you use i n  t h e  a a y  o f  meat i n  

the  v i n t e r ?  Do you use rriudi meat? 

A, 

Q. 
A.  

&- 

1 ine? 

A .  

Q 9  

A. 

Q* 
A .  

?To t much. 

Dont you f i s h  f o r  ha l ibu t?  

Yes, we f i s h  f o r  hz l ibu t .  

That do you use,  this s ing le  hook a id  

We use 8 hooks -- rrooden hooks. 

Like t h o s e  up there  (Fainting)? 

Yes, sir. 

T i y  do you use t h a t  kind o f  E hook? 

I d o n t  know. I t  has been made f o r  the 
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Indians t o  fish w i t h  and they s t i c k  t o  i t .  We 

use a c e r t a i n  kind  o f  ba i t  you know. 

Q. What do you use f o r  b a i t ?  

A. We use tom eods and d e v i l  f i sh .  

Q. a x  d o  you c a t c h  the devil f i sh?  

A .  Spear them ou t  o f  rocks  -- use a long 

pole  about 20 f e e t  long. 

Q. How b i g  do you get them there? 

A.  Oh, we get  them a l l  s h e s .  

DO YOU do any cod f ishing there? 

Ab A fen 1ing.cods. 

&. What do you do with those, bring them 

over here? 

A .  No, we e a t  them. 

Q. Do you prepare them i n  any way? 

A. No, we e a t  them fresh. 

Q. Do you hear  anything about the fishing 

a t  Poin t  Roberts now? 

A. !To, sir. We got some l e t t e r s  from 

there,  but they did  not s a y  how many f i s h  they 

had caught. 

Q. Did not t e l l  you what luck they were 

h v  ing? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What do they say about the pound nets;  
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anything? 

A *  NO- There was a fisherman came from 

there  about 2 weeks ago and s a i d  the  f i s h  we= 

bo i l ing  ove r  there  -- the Indians d i d  not catch 

any 

e- 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they doing anything about i t?  

A. They have been t r y i n g /  They took i t  

Those t r aps  r u i n  t he i r  f i sh i rg?  

i n  court ,  but I guess they l o s t .  

e. I8 not there a treaty that gives you 

a r i g h t  t o  that f iehing? 

A. Yes, but they a r e  cranky fellows and 

you cannot t r u s t  them. They are l i k e  the  fel- 

low t h a t  is t ry ing  t o  knock us ou t .  H e  is an 

Indian c i t i z e n .  

Q. You a r e  a l l  c i t i z e n s ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Why is he 8 c i t i z e n  any more than you 

are?  

A.  He ha8 g o t  land. 

Q. Where is his  land,  there? 

A. Yes; i t  is on Guemes Island. 

Q. 18 there anything e l s e  YOU Pis11 fo r  

over there b e s i d e s  the fish YOU have told 



about. 

f i s h  f o r  black cod? 

Any o the r  kind of  f i sh ing  you do -- 

A.  No. F i s h  f o r  rock  cod. 

Q. What do you do w i t h  t h a t ?  

A * -  Eat them. 

Q. Dont s e l l  them? 

A .  No. 

8 .  What is land do you l i v e  on? 

A. Fidalgo. 

Q. Is there  a reserva t ion  on Fidalgo? 

A .  Ye8, sir .  We were l i v i n g  w i t h  t h i s  

fe l low,  r ig ' l t  close b y  him, and t h i s  man here 

used t o  help h i m  pay taxes  when he f irst  took 

up that  lanc?, and he c!id not l i k e  h i s  neighbors 

and k e p t  making a fuss w i t h  them, and they all 

had t o  leave;  and a f t e r  we came over here f ish-  

ing, he came and wanted t o  do the same as  he 

did b w r e ,  and r e n t  r i g h t  t o  work w i t h  h i s  

meanness and tried t o  knock us out. We could 

not stand i t ;  we have t r i e d  i t  ever s ince  the 

f irst  of  July, and he found out  we were coming 

over here, and he wanted t o  take h i s  ne t  up, and 

we t o l d  him re rou ld  wait  u n t i l  we found out 

what was r i g h t  . 
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Q. How many men a re  i n  a canoe? 

A. 6 and 8 i n  2 canoes. 3 men t o  a 

canoe. 

Q. When you ca tch  2,000 o r  3,000 salmon 

what do :YOU do with them? 

A .  We have canoes ready t o  put them in. 

Q. How b i g  is t h i s  t rap  ne t  on San Juan 

Island? 

A. I have never been oveG there  -- j u s t  

heard o f  i t  -- I dont know how long i t  is. I 

can  see i t  qu i t e  a ways, but never had time t o  

take a look a t  i t .  They say i t  is a good p l s e  

f o r  t he  t r ap .  They ca tch  eveq  fish t ha t  

comes along. 

Q. what s o r t  o f  mesh do you use i n  yohr 

ne ts?  

A.  It  is about 4 f inge r s  long. 

Q. That is extended? 

A. Ye8, sir. 

Q. The width o f  4 fingers? 

A.  Yea, sir. 

Q. You make the80 nets?  

A. Pee, sir-  

Q. What are they made o f ,  Cotton? 

A. Rey are -de of 0- 
1 @e8 i t  18 cotton 



A t  Po in t  Roberta they use coarser  than we do. 

Q. Do you t a r  your  ne t s?  

A. No. We have one ta r red ,  b u t  i t  is 

awfully hard on - -  where we have t o  use one and 

keep changing, you p u t  tar on them and i t  takes 

t h e  sk in  a l l  o f f  th? f inger  n a i l a .  

Q. How does your  net  s e t ,  l i k e  a bow14 

A. No; i t  s e t s  f l a t ,  one end down and the 

other end up, and when the s a w n  run i n  we just 

l i f t  one end up and p u l l  them in.  

Q. Is one end o f  your net  up even wi th  
Y 

the  boat? 

A .  N o ,  i t  is a l l  under water. 

&. When you l i f t  one end up w h y  dont the 

salmon go out the  o the r  end? 

A.  As soon as they see a man standing 

s ~ p  there ,  they run down aga ins t  the net .  

Q. But you have one end h ighe r  than the 

Other end4 

A .  Yes, a i r ;  i t  s e t s  hanging i n  the r a t e r .  

Q. Both boats  are i n  the  channel, one each 

s ide  of' the channel? 

A. Yes, s i r ;  j u s t  on each s i d e  of  the net. 

Q. So the ne t  is between your boat a d  

the channel is between your boat? 
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A.  Yea, s i r .  

Q. You pull your b o a t s  t o g e t h e r  when you 

f i s h  up t h e  ne t ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  

Q. Which s i d e  is up? You have p r e t t y  

c l e a r  w a t e r  where you f i s h ?  

A.  O h ,  yes, b u t  w e  had bad wa te r  t h i s  

year from t h e  f lood  and i t  got  awfully dirty. 

I t  has just been g e t t i n g  c l e a r  again f o r  a reek 

o r  so .  

Q. From what r i v e r  d i d  you g e t  t h e  f lood? 

A. I t h i n k  w e  g o t  i t  from the  IJatsook?,  
t 

and the F r a s e r ,  and from the S k a g i t .  I don t  

believe mud1 comes &om t h e  S k a g i t  R i v e r ,  

however. 



JUDGE JAMES G o  SWAH, PORT TOWTTSElD, WASH. 

AUGUST 1, 1895. 
. 

(Interviewed by Wm. WaJceham and Richard Rathbun). 

Q. On t h i s  s i d e  the p r i n c i p a l  po in t  o f  

controversy is w i t h  respec t  t o  the salmon 

f i she ry ,  so far  as  i t  i n t e r e s t s  the two 

count r ies .  Nor, the  g r e a t  r i v e r ,  the g r e a t e s t  

p i ece  of salt r a t e r  which inf luences the move- 

ments of the  salmon i n  t h i s  reg ion  is the  Fraser 

River. Of course there  a r e  other smaller  

r i ve ra ,  but that empties near  the boundary l i n e .  

Bow, the  o n l y  extensive American f i s h e r y  that 

has been f o r  aalmon is Poin t  Roberts,. Of 

course they a r e  now bui ld ing  some t r a p s  on 

hmni Is land  and sane on San Juan Island; so 

t h a t  our  main po in t  o f  inquiry is d i r e c t e d  t o  

t h a t  subjec t .  Now, the halibut f i s h e r y  1s 

somewhat important i n  here, and g r e a t e r  import- 

ance f a r t h e r  north,  but they seem r a t h e r  t o  need 

development than  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  the present  t h e ?  
d 

A. Yea, sir; p a r t i c u l a r l y  the h a l i b u t  
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f i shery ,  that  r a n t 8  t o  be developed, not pro-  

t e c t ed her  e. 

Q. Nevertheless re axe making inqu i r i e s  

about it and g e t t i n g  information on the  subjec t ,  

but the p r i n c i p a l  po in t  of  inquiry i s  w i t h  re- 

gard t o  the  salmon. We have been on the  Fraser  

River and w e  know w h a t  they a r e  doing there  and 

the f i s h  they take there ,  e tc . ,  e t c . ,  Te have 

been a t  Point Roberta; we have been a t  Whatcorn; 

a t  S e a t t l e ,  and a t  Victoisia and Nanaimo. Flow, 

we have cane here. Nor, besides  f ind ing  out 

what f i s h e r i e s  a r e  conducted, i ts  exter-t ,  e t c . ,  

r e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  get  a t  t he  habits o f the  fish, 

because those must be ascer ta ined .  You cannot 

s h p l y  go t o  the  f i shery  and see men catching 

f i s h  i n  one place,  and from your  observat ions - 
t he re  come t o  d e f i n i t e  conclusions; you m u s t  

know t he  r e l a t i o n s  of the movements o f  the  f i s h  

t o  the f i s h i n g  region, and f o r  tha t  reason re 

a r e  gett ing a l l  the information w e  can about the  

movements of  the salmon, and a l t o g e t h e r  c o l l e c t -  

ing what information we can about a l l  t he  

f i e h s r i e s  here-  O u r  time is somewhat l imited -- 
Dr. Wakeham ha8 80118 men t o  8- on his ray hane. 

< 
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A. I made a r epor t  t o  P r o f .  Baird sometime 

ago about the salmon i n  Becher Bay. Some 

p a r t i e s  here went down there  and started a 

cannery and they caught the  f i s h  when they first 

came i n  Porn the ocean and they canned them 

there.  Then they r e n t  up here toward the 

Fraeer  River and started in,  and there  was a 

marked d i f f e rence  i n  the  f l avor ;  and I s e n t  some 

on and Prof .  Baird aent  s a e  t o  New York t o  Mr2 

Black ford,  and M r .  Black ford, without knowing 

anything about what was brought in, he just  

opened the can, and i t  w a s  chopped up some, and 

he condemned i t ,  but af terwards when he found 

out,  he found that the f l a v o r  o f  t h a t  f i s h  was 

super ior .  Mr. Goode had t r i e d  i t  and found 

quite a rM di f fe rence  in i t ,  shoring that the 

f i sh  when they come in  the ocean first a m  i n  

b e t t e r  condi t ion  than when t h e y  ge t  up i n t o  

fresh r a t e r .  

Q. About how long ago was that? 

A. I dont r e c o l l e c t  nor, but I can find 

eut and l e t  you know before you l eave  here. 

'Q. The di f fe rence  i n  the method of fiehing 

on the two #Bid08 I S  great. &w, the S t a t e  of 



salmon f i s h e r y  i n  Puget Sound. Nor, when thay 

began f i s h i n g  a t  Po in t  Roberts they put  i n  t h e i r  

n e t s  a s  they p leased  without reference t o  the 

l a w ,  a x l  t h e  Fish Coxnissioner brought the 

case before  the  c o m t  and i t  was decided i n  the 

cour t  a t  matcorn - State cour t  - that the l a w  

s ta t ing the r a t e r s  t o  be those o f  Puget Sound 

t o  r h i c h  the regula t ions  r e l a t e d ,  tha t  they 

did not a p p l y  t o  the northern r a t e r s  o f  the 

S t a t e ;  tha t  Puget Sound ra8 o n l y  Puget Sound 

proper ly  80 ca l l ed ,  SO that the northern p a r t  

o f  the S t a t e  is working without any regula t ions  

wha t ev e r 

A. That i s  the  r a y  that coicrt decided the 

l a w 4  

Q. Yes, Judge W i n n .  

A. Well, that  was a very smart thing, when 

i t  was by a c t  of Congress a l l  c a l l e d  Puget 

Sownd; and i t  is known as the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 

Puget Sound, and i t  I8 knom lo l e g a l l y  and in 

the coynmercial hOU8e8, and the  idea of a judge 

S i t t i n g  i n  matcorn should s a y  i t  O ~ Y  m e a n t  that  

little p l a c e  called Puget Sound! 

Q. Judge Hanford did not render  a decis ion  

on it, but he intimated that  if i t  Came UP before 
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him he would c a l l  the whole th ing  Puget Sound. 

Congress passed a law making a l l  the A -  

waters that e n t e r  i n t o  the  S t r a i t s  o f  Fuca a l l  

Puget Sound, and we c a l l  the d i s t r i c t  Puget 

Sound. In making my papers out  I c a l l  the  

d i s t r i c t  Puget sound, Northern Division. He 
d i d  not c e r t a i n l y  have a knowledge of the quee- 

t i o n  a t  a l l .  He r e n t  quibbl ing about t h e  word 

Puget Sound, and I suppose there  was no one 

before h i m  t o  c a l l  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  that Congress 

made t h i s  a l l  Puget Sound by an a c t .  

e. How long  ago d i d  Congress maRe I t  so, 

do yon know? 

A. No, I dorit remember jus t  now. 

Q. I n  what sort of an a c t  would that be; 

c u s t m s  a c t ?  

A. I think i t  came i n  w i t h  the a c t  about 

naming M t .  Rainier, and naming the d i f f e r e n t  

p l a c e s  0- geographical names- But the f a c t  18 

that when everybody, the merchants, loggers ,  

the lumbermen and all 8pokt3 about Puget Sound 

.ooming up here, and it  e a d u a l l r  became known 

in &n &anOfsao as the t h o l e  8 P t e m  of water, 

h g e t  Sound; and then they made the custom8 

dtatriaf the d i 8 t r k t  Of met Sound, and Of' 



courie that  does not  mean that l i t t l e  b i t  of  

ra ter  around Olympia as Puget Sound; i t  is the 

d i s t r i c t  o f  Puget sound. The law w a s  intended 

t o  cover the whole o f  these  r a t e r s .  

Q. Well, nor,  Judge Swan, suppose r e  go 

in to  a l i t t l e  o f  the  movements o f  the f i8h ;  what 

o t h e r  good fisherinen a r e  the re  here besides  

Cates? 

A. Oh, there  a r e  none here. Cates is 

the man t h a t  Mr. Alexander and M r .  Tornsend know 

Q. Nor, about the salmon; as r e  understand 

i t  the salmon which come thmugh the Straits  o f  

Fuca a r e  the  quinnat -- how do you c a l l  that  here  

A. tuinnat w e  c a l l  it. 
1 

Q. The humpback, t h e  dog salmon, t he  sil- 

v e r  salmo?~, t he  s tee lhead  and the  80Ckeye. 

Nor, the s o c 4 e  salmon; that you say doe8 not  

occur  i n  t h i s  immediate v i c i n i t y 4  

A. No. That go88 on the o t h e r  side of 

the S t r a i t s  o f  =ca -- goes up through the 

i s l ands  t o  the Fraser River. 

Q. One o f  our witnesses  l a t e l y ,  a man of' a 

good deal  o f  experience -- 1 think it was Capto 

tiaudin, rho said that the gockeye came in a t  

Oape mattery and c m o  up that shore and then 
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crossed over. D o  you know Capt. Gaudin? 

A. NO. 

Q. He is the  agent of t h e  Department of 

Marine and F i she r i e s  i n  Vic tor ia .  

A. I have l i v e d  about 17 years o f f  and on 

a t  Neah Bay, and I dont remember anything about 

the  Sockeye8 coming in  the re  except occasional ly  

but they a r e  on the opposi te  s i d e  o f  t he  

S t ra i t s ,  and they go i n t o  San Juan harbor and 

the Indians catch g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e e  o f  then 

a longtha t  side. 

Q. Where is San Juan Harbor? 

A. Direc t ly  opposi te  Neah Bay. 

e. NOW, t he  American8 know very l i t t l e  
L 

about t he  sockeye i n  the  Straits? 

A. Very l i t t l e .  

Q. And it would be only when they get into 

the  San Juan Islands? 

A. Yes; you w i l l  f i n d  what Cates t o ld  you 

is very r e l i a b l e .  

Q. Do you keep t rack  a t  a l l  o f  the  

f i s h e r y  on  the San Juan Is lands? 

A. No, sir. That is repor ted  through the 

S t a t e  Fish Comniseioner, and I dont know any- 

thing about it. I t  is only a fer years  a@ 
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that they S t a r t e d  i n  canning aalmon there. You 

know t he re  is no r i v e r s  that they run up and they 

just ca tch  them as they a r e  going up the Fraser 

River. you see the salmon go circling around; 

they dont gp straight from the ocean up i n t o  

the Fraser  River. 

e. Is t he re  anybody here  r h o  w o u l d  know 

about the fishing In d e t a i l  in t he  &in Juan 

fsl  ands? 

A. No, I dont know o f  any one. I suppose 

Joe Cates coulci t e l l  you b e t t e r  than I could, 

b8caU80 he is i n  the  business ,  and I have not  

been p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  San Juan 

region. we r a n t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  2 f i s h  coxmission- 

ers; one for the Columbia River and one f o r  

Puget Sound. 

are a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  from what they a r e  

here. They a r e  big salmon a d  sturgeon, and 

here we have salt rater fish, and the  

that  should goven t h i a  p l a c e  are e n t i r e l y  

The fish on the Columbia Ritrer 

different from the  rules that should govern 

the Colmbia River. We have only one S t a t e  

Comniaeioner and he knows about t he  salmon on 

the Columbia River, but he doer not know any 
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th ing  about the f i sh  here a t  a l l  from experience. 

Q. Now, the  quinnat salmon t h a t  is common, 

a s  we und-erstand i t ,  most  o f  t h e  year? 

A. Yes, that 58 around the  Columbia River. 

Q. You have i t  here? 

A. Yes, but it  is not s o  p l e n t i f u l  and 

does not grow 80 large. 

Q. 
winter ,  that  belong i n  t h i s  region? 

Where do the  quinnat salmon spend t h e i r  

A. Well, I have cane t o  the conclusion 

f r o m  the  observat ions I made on the  Albatross  

t h a t  they go down i n t o  the deep r a t e r  i n  the  

ocean o f f  the k u t h  of  t h e  Columbia River. lk 

dredged down t he re  in 800 Pathoms o f  water ard 

we g o t  up a l l  sorts of food that  salmon rill 

f a t t e n  on, such as a h r h p s ,  and a l o t  o f  these  

salt f i s h  that a r e  very  f labby when they come 

t o  the  surface, but they are a l l  n i ce  e a t i n g  a l l  

t h e  8 m o .  Anything we caught I would have it 

cooked t o  t r y  i t ,  and they were a l l  good ea t ing .  

I t  made the  Doctor s ick,  and he Said "1 believe 

you would have the  Devil cooked and serve h i 8  

broth. Jordan has said even Chinamen would not 

eat the black cod, bu t  when he got up here b 

road  they were good. ' h e y  begin at  Cape 
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m a t t e r y  and they go on increas ing  i n  r ichness  

c l e a r  Up north,  and around Queen Char lo t te  

Islands i t  is  as tonish ing  t o  see how f a t  those 

f i s h  a r e  and how much grease they get out o f  

them. 

PeP8ia they can e a t  those fish that  cannot eat  

ealmon o r  mackerel, but they can eat the  black 

cod, and the  grease does not d i s t r e s s  them. 

Some druggists i n  Vic to r i a  made sane experiments 

about i t a  o i l  and they found i t  was q u i t e  equal 

t o  cod liver oil. 

Persons who a r e  t roubled wi th  dye- 

Q. NOW, r e t u r n i n g  t o  the  quinnat, that is 

all r ight  f o r  the Columbia River, f ind ing  i t 8  

feeding grounds out there ,  but w i t h  regard to 

the f i s h  i n  the Straits  o f  %ca, do they go out 

t o  868 i n  the same ray and t o  t h e  same exten t  

off Cape Flat tery? Finding them here 80 much 

o f  t he  year, is  i t  not poss ib l e  that they find 

a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  win ter  feeding grounds i n  the 

S t r a i t e  of k e a ?  

A. No. But you rill ge t  t h e m  here a l l  

win ter  long, but not  i n  q u a n t i t i e s -  I am 

s a t i s f i e d  i n  my mind that the Columbia River 

a m o n ,  when they go Up *Om the r i v e r ,  go into 

this deep mtor, and there they feed on the80 
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banks  r i g h t  a t  the edge of t h e  coast .  

not a surface f i s h  i n  the ocean, and when they 

Come o u t  i n  the Spring they a r e  i n  t h e i r  best 

condi t ion  -- just as f a t  as they can be; and it  

ha8 been a wonder. I n  our  dredging at  the 

mouth o f  t h e  Columbia River Captain Tanner said 

i t  a ~ 8 a e o n 8 b l e  theory that they go down i n  

the reg ion  where there is p l e n t y  o f  food f o r  

them and s t ay  there  and ge t  jus t  as fat as tfiey 

can be. 

They a r e  

e. YOU think that the  quinnat go out  

beyond the  Cape here  j u s t  the same a8 they do 

a t  the  mouth o f  t h e  Columbia River? You think 

they live i n  winter on t h e  bot tan  a t  the mouth 

of the S t r a i t s  of 

A. I think so, but, mind, t h a t  i s  o n l y  a 

theory. 

when they first come in  from the  ocean invar- 

iably.  

The b e s t  condi t ion o f  those  f i s h  is  

Q. m e n  do they  first come i n  here? 

A. In the  Colurnbia River they come in in 

April  a d  Yap. 

winter, but they a n t  go UP the r i v e r s  now* 

me Indians rill ca tch  them w i t h  trolls P r e t t y  

me .very mnth in the Year, but they are not 

They are here p r e t t y  m c h  a l l  
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in q u a n t i t i e s ?  

e* m e n  do YOU find them mos t  abundant 

here? 

A *  About the time they ascend t h e  riverm, 

when t h e y  ge t  together  i n  schools,  but i n  the  

win ter  they seem t o  be j u s t  Eoing around, single 

ones, and I have seen them caught o f f  the 

wharves here.  

would p u l l  them i n  just any way, and I have aeen 

cod f i s h  caught i n  imense q u a n t i t i e s  here. 

People go down there  and they 

e. Are the win ter  quinnat i n  good condi- 

t i o n  in t he  winter? 

A. O h ,  yes;  all the  f i s h  you get  here are 

good. In  f a c t ,  the f i s h  caught in t h i s  bay 

a re  good a t  any t h e  o f  the  year, f o r  they have 

never been i n  fresh ra ter-  

Wakehm:- Take the case o f  t h e  Columbia 

River f i sh ,  they gp s t ra ight  t o  t he  ocean, but 

here the f i s h  f ind  deep r a t e r  and no doubt the 

8- fbod c lose  a t  hbnd without P i n g  o u t , t o  

888, would not  t ha t  account for t h e i r  preUeno* 

here during the winter? 

A- I think so, becauae they ge t  food here- 

1 know that when they ca t ch  t h e m  You w i l l  find 

them mi of emimp, emring that the  salmon 
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feed on shrimp, but i n  the  Columbia River you 

dont f l n d  anything i n  the salmon, when in fresh 

water. 

Q. mat r i v e r s  do they go up i n  Puget 

Sound? 

A. Oh, the  d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  f i sh  go ap 

every creek. 

Q. Do t h e  q u i n n a t  go up small streams? 

A. No; I t  Is o n l y  the  l a r g e  r i v e r s  like 

the Columbia; the l a r g e r  t he  river t he  bigger 

the  fish.  The Colmbin and Frase r  have tb 

f i n e s t  salmon. In these mal ler  s t r e a m  they 

have small fish, u n t i l  you ge t  down t o  the dog 

salmon, which rill go up i n t o  every l i t t l e  brook 

The quinnat may run i n t o  the White River around 

Seat t le ,  but I dont know about  it. They have 

the  s i l v e r  salmon and the humpback, b t  I dont 

think the  quinns t  go up the r i v e r s  of  the sound, 

except occasional ly .  

a Colmkia River f ish,  the same as t he  sockeye 

is the Frase r  River fish. 

I t  is s t r i c t l y  speaking 

Q. O f  course the quinnat becomes more 

abundant way n o r t h  again? 

A. Oh, yea, and they a r e  large fish up 

there, w h a t  they  a a l l  the king fish, up on the 
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Yukon and those r a t e r s ;  i t  grows t o  an 8 ~ ) m o ~ a  

s i ze .  The ray 1 have seen f i s h  i n  Alaska  

as ton i sh ing  -- it  18 jus t  p e r f e c t l y  as tonishing.  

e a  .hat  is t he  ray of  g e t t i n g  to Ne& 

Bay *om here. 

A. ‘here is a boat goes d o m  every other 

d a y  -- 3 times a reek. I t  goes down tomorrow. 

You can s t a y  t he re  a l i t t l e  while. She does 

not s top  there  over  an hour. You can go 

rieht t o  the agency there  and g e t  very good 

accomnodationa there .  

Q. What s i z e s  do the quinnat grow t o 4  

What is t h e  range i n  size4 

A. Oh, wel l ;  they go all the way from 20 

l b s .  -- 15 o r  20 -- t o  70 lb8.  

Those l a r g e r  s i z e s  a r e  not common I 

suppose? 

A.  Very seldom. I have seen  salmon when 

I f i rs t  came i n t o  the country i n  1852 on t h e  

C o l d i a  River t ha t  dressed 100 l b s . ,  but thore 

b i g  fe l lows a r e  a l l  played ou t  now; they dent 

give them a chance t o  l i v e  l0nG enough. 

Q. 

region? 

But they would average what in t h i s  

A. Oh, 30 or 40 l b s .  I guess. Gates can 
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g i v e  YOU a b e t t e r  idea than  I can b e c a s e  he 

ha8 handled so many o f  them. 

e- well ,  the  food o f  t h e  salmon here  i n  

the  s a l t  r a t e r  o f  Puget Sound =- of the  q u i m t ;  

you spoke o f  t h e i r  e a t i n g  the  shrimps i n  

enormous q u a n t i t i e s ;  do they e a t  o the r  things? 

A. Y e s ;  they eat her r ing ,  and when the 

h e r r i n g  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  then you rill see these 

salmon running i n  and c h m i n g  them all around. 

That is t h e  ray the  Indians ca t ch  them, they 

ba i t  t h e i r  hooks with  he r r ing  and the  salmon go 

and b i t e  t h e  h o k 8 ,  showing that is  a ? a r t  of  

t h e i r  food, and then the salmon become i n  turn 

food for the realr.  

Q. Now, the humpback? What is t h e  gener- 

al mov'ements o f  the  hmpback through the Strait8 

of Fuca; can you designate  it? 

A. Well, no, I cannot, because i t  i s  80 

long aince my a t t e n t i o n  has been c a l l e d  t o  fi8h 

that  I would no t  l i k e  t o  make P ~ Y  d e f i n i t e  

utatement, but C i t e 8  can give YOU t h e  informa- 

t ion- 

Q. Now, about the humpback; they go i n t o  

w h a t  rort of rtrermr9 

qv, they wound here in the 
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The dog 8almon run Up the streams, but Jordan 

made a mistake about the dog salmon. mat he 

ca l l8  red? salmon is  w h a t  the Indians and a l l  

the old s o t t l e r s  know as dog salmon, but he has 

something else f o r  dog salmon. 

is w h a t  w e  c a l l  dog salmon. 

Onchorynchus klta 

Q. You have had no experienco a t  all w i t h  

the salmon i n  the rivers? 

A. No. I have no personal experience 

about i t ,  but my limprossion is, from the infor- 

mation I havo gotten, that  the yearly run ou t  

t o  sea; and the old ones tha t  have beon spawning 

bocome O x h ~ t U s t O d ,  and tho80 aro the runs that 

are  s i c k  by butd& themselves a t texpt lng t o  

jump Over fall8. ‘here is let8 of them do get 

t o  the sea, there  is no question about that. 

I ’  

Q. !Chat would be the quinnat? 

A. Yes, I think they are about the 8ame. 

I think Moratt, on the Fraser River, t o l d  me 

he had marked them -- they f i t t e d  SOme l i t t l e  

copper tags i n  t h e i r  t a i l s  -- and they went off 

a& afterwards they caught 8-e @f them* 

Q. IS a ything said a b u t  the decrease of 

8almanP Are they a11 abundant i n  thi8 region as 

they used t o  bet 
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A. Vel l ,  sane years more than o the r r .  

Q. I mean a6 a whole? 

A. 1 dont know a s  the re  is any p a r t i c u l a r  

decrease. There has been a n  enormous increase 

o f  the canneries  and o f  course the re  a r e  mere 

f i sh  pu t  up, and there  is  a n  enormous quan t i ty  

ea ten  by these seals, h a i r  and fur s e a l ;  and 

sea lions have destroyed an equal l o t .  . They 

dont take a 8almon and e a t  i t  up, but they w i l l  

go along and make a nip a t  t h e  salmon and then 

go along and get another one, and t h e y  do the  

same w i t h  the cod f i s h  i n  Bering Sea. Capt.  

Tanner was explaining that to  me ,  and then he 

say8 these cod f i s h  go off and hide under the 

kelp,  and the  people said they were s i c k  and 

not fit t o  e a t ,  but r e a l l y  they were t he  

f i sh  t h a t  had been b i t t e n  b y  t he  seals .  

Q. mat fishery is c a r r i e d  on f o r  the 

salmon along the S t r a i t s  of Fuca? 

A. Well, t he re  is nothing c a r r i e d  on 

excepting Indians and these  marke t  fishermen. 

Q. And where do the  Indiana fi8h for 

salmon? 

A. Along off the  mouth o f  the Blrha below 
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P o r t  Angles, and then the re  is a run of salmon 

go up t he  hngenesa  River. 

Q. Do they f i8h  for aalmon around Cape 

m a t t e r y  and Neah Bag? 

A. O h ,  yes;  they g e t  a g rea t  many o f  them. 

These 8 teelheada Jordan p u t s  down here under the  

head of t r o u t .  Nor, t h a t  l i t t l e  salmon that 

runs i n to  Qu ina l t ?  a r e  the  f i n e s t  kind of 

salmon. Now, that  l i t t l e  f i s h  that runs i n t o  

Quinalt ? River and down Neah Bay; ~ Y K  the  same 

f i s h  that  i s  80 f a t  in the  Quinalt? is not  so 

fat i n  Neah Bay, but jus t  a c r o s s  t h e  S t r a i t s  

a t  a p lace  c a l l e d  PatChiM? they a r e  @KX just  

as f a t  as t b y  a r e  a t  Quinalt?. The salmon that 

they c a l l  the  red salmon 1s the  salmon that the 

Indiana here  and white a l l  c a l l  the dog salmon. 

Q. That i s  t o  8841, t h e  e x t e r i o r  co lo r  is 

redd ish? 

A. Yea, great blotches.  

Q. In  flesh it  is not as red as the 

8ockeye i S  it? 

A. O h ,  no; i t  is a White f ish;  the  f lesh 

is q u i t e  rhit4.  f t  is named dog f i sh  on 

account of i t 8  teeth. YOU W i l l  f ind e a e  
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remarkable looking jaw bones they say up the 

r ive r s  where these f i s h  have died. I never 

could understand why &. Jordan 8hould have 

taken Russian name8 i n  naming f i s h  instead o f  

Lat in  names. Nor, nobody knows Russian, but 

most  a l l  s c i e n t i s t s  understand Latin terms. The 

name Gorbusca means humpback, and the English 

people c a l l  i t  the humpback salmon o r  dog 

salmon. MOW, they dont c a l l  i t  the dog salmon. 

The Onchorynchus k i t a  is the  one they c a l l  the 

dog salmon here. 

Q. This cannery a t  P o r t  Angeles is not 

f inished yet is i t?  

A. Oh, no; they have not commenced opera- 

t ions  yet. They are  going t o  make a p r e t t y  

large place of i t  1 think. 

stuff goring down, machinery, e t c .  

I saw a lot o f  

Q. Where do they intend t o  g e t  their f i s h  

from? 

A. That I dont know. I have not seen 

any of them a t  a l l .  T h i s  th ing has been tried 

befare of canning salmon i n  the S t r a i t s  and it 

w s  a f a i l u r e -  

Q. mere did they t r y  it? 
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A. A t  C l a l l a m  Bay. Packers f r g m  Astoria .  

Q. Why was i t  a f a i l u r e ?  

A. There was not f i s h  enough, and then 

the  f i s h  were not f irst  q u a l i t y .  A firm i n  

V ic to r i a  were t h e  agents,  and they had some 

i n t e r e s t  i n  the concern, and the  stuff that was 

shipped t o  London d i d  not take w e l l ,  and f o r  

t ha t  reason 1 dont have mueh f a i t h  i n  th i s  

cannery a t  P o r t  Angeles unti l  I see sane of  

t he i r  work. It m i & t  do i f  they got enough, 

but you 868 f i sh  go over on the  Vancouver side. 

They m u l d  go t o  Becher Bay and ge t  the sockeye 

salmon and bring them over across ,  and 1 guess 

that Is what they intend t o  do. 

Q. Well, they could not fish there ;  they 

had no r i g h t s  there? 

A b  b; but they would g e t  a l o t  of Indians 

t o  go i n  there  and fi& and buy the fish f r o m  

t M  Indians.  That is the  way I t  would be done. 

Q. 
A. A grea t  many of them. Pbr local use 

Are many f i sh  eold  freeh i n  t h i s  regfen? 

here.  

The f a c t  i r ,  people m e  g e t t i n g  t o  eat more 

f l a h  than they used t o e  

Local use in a l l  t h e  t o m 8  on the Sound. 

Q. There i s  no firm here which c o l l e c t 8  
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salmon, f reez ing  them or iceing them t o  sh ip?  

A. no; that i s  done i n  S e a t t l e .  Yes, 

Cates sends fish up t o  them, and they do the 

f i n i s h i n g  there ,  bu t  as soon as they ge t  a 

r a i l r o a d  here they rill do all that here  and 

save serd ing  them up the Sound. 

Q. What do they do w i t h  t he  dog salmon i n  

the Columbia River? 

A .  I dont know, I am e w e .  

I t  is a p e a t  question in regard t o  

the movements o f  the salmon, a s t o  what in- 

f luence the f i s h i n g  on Poin t  Roberts m i g h t  

have w i t h  the  Fraser River. I suppoae that 

1s something you would have no id88 of?  

A.  No. If I vas employed as an agent 

t o  g e t  that kind of i n f o m a t i o n  I would make 

it  my business t o  find out .  

Q. Have you any opinion abou t  the  prac- 

t i c e  o f  throwing o f f a l  in the  r i v e r s ?  

A. I dont know m y t h i n g  about i t .  I dont 

knew whether they throw i t  i n  the r i v e r  o r  us8 

it  on the  land, o r  w h a t  they do with i t .  

know in  the sea the  cod fishing b a a s ,  they m e  

very p a r t i c u l a r  about n o t  throwing the i r  O f f a l  

I 
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everboard where they a r e  f i sh ing .  They would 

always move off t he  bank where they were f i s h i n g  

' They dont catch the f i s h  r i g h t  i n  a t  Astoria  

where the canneries  are, but c a t c h  them a t  Sand 

Is land and Bakers Bay, so 1 dont know 88 the  

o f f a l  would have any e f f e c t  on t h e  f i sh ing ,  but 

s t i l l  I dont know m y t h i n g  about i t ,  and i t  is 

a th ing  I never heard any o f  those old f i s h e F  

men express an  o p h i o n  on. 

Q. The methods employed f o r  catching tk 

salmon i n  t h i s  region -- r e  know about the t r aps  

and where they a r e  located,  and then we know 

the Indians use t h e i r  s t y l e ,  o f  ne t ,  and r e  

know that  purse se ines  a r e  used t o  a s l i g h t  ex- 

t en t .  Is there any o the r  method o f  f i s h i n g  

f o r  salmon employed? 

A. Wheels. 

Q. No; I mean outs ide ;  not  in t h e  Columbia 

River? 

A. Oh, wel l ;  they ca tch  them t r o l l i n g .  

Q. De they ca tch  them t r o l l i n g  f o r  t he  

market4 

A. Catch them for t he  market here. 

q. 

A. 

That would be the spring salmon, quinnat 

Yes, or any ealmon when the re  is  any 
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o t h e r  around; and they b a i t  t h e i r  hooks w i t h  

her r ing ,  showing t h a t  the salmon w i l l  e a t  a 

herr ing.  

Q* IS there  aW spear ing done i n  t h e  sal t  

water, o f  8ahOn? 

A -  JTOt t h a t  1 know of .  You 8ee the r a t e r  

is general ly  t o o  deep f o r  spearing. 

use the  spears  i n  the  r i v e r s  and small streams, 

bu t  down i n  the  S t r a i t s  the water is too  deep, 

and, a s  Cates say8, t he  r a t e r  is very c l e a r  and 

they see  the ne t .  

They 

Q. Do they use t he  net  f o r  d r i f t i n g  i n  

sa l t  water a t  a l l ?  

A .  Well, they have used i t  down below, 

but t o  w h a t  ex ten t  I dont know. 1 know there  

is t he  same pre judice  of Joe Cates ' ,  about t he  

water being too c l ea r .  

Q. What f i s h e s  o f  importance a re  there  

here ou t s ide  of  salmon? 

A.  Well, t he re  is t he  black cod. They 

a r e  not 80 p len t i fu l  down i n  the Straits  a8 

they a r e  around Queen Char lo t te  Is lands,  and 

the re  a r e  mi l l i ons  o f  them there ,  and if they 

paid a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t  the7 could make a business 

of it. men I r e n t  up t o  the Queen Char lo t te  
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I8lands 1 got my first  l o t ,  which w a s  the  first 

merchantablelot  every brought i n to  V i &  oris. 

I s p l i t  i t  the Same as they s p l i t  cod f ish,  a w n  

the  be l ly ,  but those B r i t i s h  fe l lows  around 

V i c t o r i a ,  they s p l i t  i t  the same as YOU Would 

s p l i t  the  salmon, the  head and a l l ;  while the 

black cod, the  head is very o i l y  and g e t s  ranc id  

very soon; and I t o l d  Mr. Sanders, now, If ycu 

will take and cut the heads o f f  t he  black cod 

and s p l i t  them down the  b e l l y  the same as a 

r e g u l a r  cod f i s h  you w i l l  f i n d  they rill keep 

b e t t e r  and give b e t t e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  O h ,  well, 

he says, you rill l o s e  so much weight i n  the  

head un le s s  you leave it on. Yes, I s a y s ,  you 

rill lose the whole. Mr. Rithe t  t o l d  him the 

same thing, and he says people dont r a n t  t o  buy 

bones or sca lea ,  but i f  you w i l l  c u t  those 

ungainly heads of f  you rill s e l l  the f i s h  b e t t e r  

but they w o u l d  not do i t ,  and the  consequence is 

they could not ge t  them on the  market. 

those I pu t  up and s e n t  to  Washington t o  Prof.  

Baird, they were f ixed so they made a grea t  time 

Over them, and they made a very nice,  neat 

package too, ami the  meat was just  88 white *e 

8now and d id  not ge t  r u s t y  a t  811; but Y O U  leave 

kt 
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t h e  heads on and i n  a l i t t l e  while they rill 

ge t  a s  rusty a s  can be. 

Q- What i s  the  proper  way of curing them; 

s i m p l y  i n  salt? 

A ,  J u s t  salt. I cured mine a t  Queen 

I had no Char lo t te  I s lands  with d r y  sal t .  

o the r  thing. I w a s  going t o  p u t  them i n  

p i c k l e  as I would  mackerel and I thought that 

was the proper  way, but I had no b a r r e l s  and the  

only t h ing  I could do was t o  pu+, them i n  boxes 

w i t h  d r y  sa l t ,  and the  cooper p red ic t ed  they 

w o u l d  not keey, t o  ge t  down t o  V ic to r i a ,  and when 

they d i d  ge t  t o  V ic to r i a  I s a i d  t o  him, there  

I r a n t  t o  ge t  your cooper now t o  pu t  those fish 

i n t o  k i t s  o r  b a r r e l s ;  well ,  he s a y s ,  l e t ' s  look 

a t  them. So we looked a t  them, and the cooper 

8ay8,  those f i s h  rill do t o  go a l l  over the  

world. He did not r a n t  t o  do anything w i t h  

them. And that waa found out just b y  a simple 

mat ter  o f  accident ,  but they a r e  a t e r r i b l e  t h i n e  

to  t a k e  salt, but when they a re  well  s a l t e d  they 

w i l l  keep t o  go a l l  over  the wdrld.  

Q. You think they should be cut through 

t h e  belly? 

A. Yea, I thfnk so; j u s t  l i k e  a cod fish,  
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and take the back bone ou t  and the head off, and 

the  f i s h  n23r w i l l  not ge t  rancid.  Those people 

over t he re  have made a mistake. They would 

split the  head and a l l ,  and leave  the head on, 

and i n  a l i t t l e  while they would be rancid,  and 

they had t o  throw them away. If I had had  my 

own way w i t h  it I should have p u t  them i n  p i ck le  

the same a8 you do mackerel, but I am s a t i s f i e d  

that d r y  s a l t i n g  is jus t  a s  good, and probably 

b e t t e r ,  because you can t ransFor t  i t  e a s i e r .  


